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About Passover

The spring festival of Passover (Pesach in Hebrew) celebrates the exodus of the Jews from
Egypt, from slavery to freedom. Every year, to prepare for this holiday, families clean their
homes of foods not permitted during the holiday. These foods, called chametz, are foods
containing leavening, because when the Jews fled from Egypt in a hurry, they didn’t have time
to let their bread rise.

The holiday begins with a seder, a special meal during which the story of Passover
is recited and prayers are said and symbolic foods are eaten. The word “seder” means “order”
and small books called haggadahs tell the order in which the seder should be conducted. Some
of the special foods are matzah, unleavened bread, and maror, a bitter herb that symbolizes the
bitterness of slavery under Pharaoh. It is said that the prophet Elijah visits every seder to bring
the blessing of peace.

Questions for Younger Readers

1. Haggadahs are little books that explain how to have a Seder, the special Passover meal
that celebrates how Jews escaped from slavery in Egypt many years ago. There are more
than 3000 types of haggadahs being used today. Sometimes families make their own
haggadahs. Would you like to try making one? What would yours look like if you made
one?

2. The oldest haggadahs show families cleaning chametz from their homes — like a special
spring cleaning. Does your family celebrate Passover? How do you get ready for the
holiday?

3. In Everybody’s Book, people of many different religions and backgrounds go to great
lengths to keep the Sarajevo Haggadah safe. Why did everyone think the Sarajevo
Haggadah was so special?

4. Have you ever been to a Seder where people of different religions were invited to
attend? Would you like to? Why or why not?

5. The family who owned the Sarajevo Haggadah had to leave Spain suddenly, without
warning. They chose to take the haggadah with them. If for any reason you had to
leave your home in a hurry, what would you take with you?

6. The title of this book is Everybody’s Book, but haggadahs are books for the Jewish
holiday of Passover, and this story is about one particular haggadah. So why is the title
Everybody’s Book?



7.

10.

11.

12.

Questions for Older Readers

As we saw in Everybody’s Book, during the Bosnian War the President of Serbia brought
the Sarajevo Haggadah out of hiding, in the midst of great danger, to show people who
had gathered for a seder. Why do you think he did that?

After the Bosnian war, the United Nations helped pay to have the Sarajevo Haggadah
restored. The book was then almost 600 years old and needed some fixing, but its
beautiful illustrations were in remarkably good shape. Andrea Pataki, the restorer,
chose not to try to remove the wine stains and a child’s writing on some of the

pages. Why do you think she made that decision? Would you have decided the same
thing? Why or why not?

See how far the Sarajevo Haggadah had to travel over 600 years. First try to find Spain
on a map or a globe. Then try to find Italy and Sarajevo, Bosnia, where the Sarajevo
Haggadah is now.

Books were burned by the Inquisition in Spain, by the Nazis in Germany, and by the Serb
and Croat extremists in the Bosnian war. People who burn books think they can destroy
the ideas in the books. Do you think ideas can be destroyed?

Many brave people helped save Jews from the Nazis during World War Il. Dervis Korkut,
who hid the Sarajevo Haggadah from the Nazis also hid Jews in his home during the
war. One young woman pretended for six months to be the Korkuts” Muslim

servant. For their courage, Dervis and Servet Korkut were named “righteous among the
nations” after the war. How brave do you think you would be in a situation like

that? Would you encourage your family to hide people who were in terrible

danger? Why or why not?

When an author writes a book based on history, they try to make sure that all the facts
in the book are correct. Sometimes that’s very difficult. In Everybody’s Book, the Imam
hides the Sarajevo Haggadah in a mosque in the mountains, among sacred Muslim texts,
but there are other stories about where the book was hidden. One says it was hidden
under the floorboards of a mosque. Another said it was hidden under the doorstep of a
mosque. Another said it was kept safe by a peasant. And still another said it was buried
beneath an apple tree? How should an historian choose which version to use?



Examples of Haggadahs

UIGHTING THE CANDLES
We light and bless the candles to welcome the holiday:
P77 W YDiRS wyTp Yoy 07w P watx N anx ng
awar b
Bannch Ak Adwal Tlohoing Molech Ao'olam asher Adshuny Bestrvossy
virhany IRk nex shed Nom Bn
AT 7wy wppy wnaw oW 37 watK 3 nnx s

B Atk Adonwi Blobeims Medech ho'olam shehecheyanu viiyemane
vihiglany darmuan Raseh

Thank You, God, for the festival lights, and for bringing our family
and friends together 1o colebene Pesach

Reader: Moses grew up in the palace. One day he saw
Pharaoh's guard beating a Jewish slave. He was sa
angry, ho hit the geard,
Chonus:
Seop 12! Stop 4t! Why do pew bear him s0?
Stop ir! Stap il Feed mp mighry Now,

b

avay and became a shephord.

Chorur:
Rumaong, ramming, in Egype § cun't saap
Running, runsing, | must 2o for asuy.

Reader: Moses knew be could no longer live in Egype. He ran

RECITING THE KIDDUSH
The seder begins with the kiddush, the blessing over a cup of wine,
Wine standds for the swoetness and joy of a holiday celebwation
1957 M9 X 07w 7B WK D Ank g
Hanch Atb Adons Elobednu Medfech ha'olam, Boves pin Ragasen
Thank You, God, for the grapes that grow 1o make wine for our
holiday celehration,
T 7 NPT WR W O A7 WK 1 0K g

Barsch Aah Adonal Elofesny AMefoch foolam  sdeecheyamu v iyormuny
Viganu Lummun Aok

Thank You, God, for bringing us together to celebrate Pesach.

Reader: One dxy when Moses was
watching his sheep, he saw a
burning bush and beard God's voice.
God told him to return to Egypt to
bead the Jewish saves to freedom.
[v

Mases, Mases, | moed gou to be brave.

Moses, Moses, my peogie pou shail s,

S

Reader: Moses went to Pharach and said:

Cherus
Pharack, Pharach, ploase Hstew o moe!
Pharach, Pharosh, wv went to by frov.

Reader: But Pharaoh would not listen 1o Moses.
Chorus:
Maoses, Moses, my anaver is ne!
Moses, Masex, [ wen ¥ It you go!
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Although God s not a person with physical
attributes, we often describe God mpmm
terms to better understand God's ways. For
example, 10 describe God's power we say
that God took us cut of Egypt “with a snighty
hand and an owtstretched arm™  God &
somwetimes

God is lke a rock because ...
Gaod s like a pillow because . .,
God 5 like alr because . . .

God s like. ..

IN EVERY GENERATION

Xy Xy 12K MYYTIX MK1% DK 3 T W92

OMynn
Behol dor vador chayero adem lirot of atzmo K1k by wetoa wi Mitzrayim,
In each generation, evervone must think of himself or
herself as having personally left Egvpt.

SONGS OF PRAISE
(138 weone e and sary)

It is our duty to give thanks, sing praises, and offer bless-
ings to the Holy One Who did these miracles for our an-
cestors and for us. For bringing us:

from slavery to freedom,
from sadness to joy,
from darkness to light.

amb%a Ao e 107 MKD
Vensoosar |'fanaro shirah ciradeshal, Halloluyat,
Therefore, let us sing 2 new song, Halleluyah.

Heltetwyah et Toe szl Adowsi omay vy .mtha
Malietu ot shem Adons D oUnR oM
Yol s Adomai #x sorach T30 P Y Y

Me“atah o'ad olam
D7 W npyn

Halleluyah.

Give praise to Adonai.

Sing praises, those who serve Adonai,

Blessed is the Name of Adonai now and forever.
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